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Course Title: Between Graveyards and Castles: Gothic Fiction in the UK 
Program and Date: England and Scotland:  May 30 – June 13, 2027  

Instructor Name: Dr. Christopher Douglas 

Instructor Home Institution and Department: Jacksonville State University, English 

Instructor Email and Phone: ccdouglas@jsu.edu / 309.221.1270 

 

Get to Know Your Professor 

I'm a scholar of 18th and 19th-century British fiction, focusing on a strange sub-genre of the 
novel, the it-narrative, where objects and animals narrate their life stories from first-person 
perspectives.  Aside from this, I have taught graduate courses on 18th-century and gothic 
literature, and I teach sections of the British Literature survey and Freshman composition nearly 
every semester.  I have several published articles on 18th and 19th-century it-narratives in ESQ, 
Journal of Narrative Theory, and Animal Satire, as well as articles on other topics in New 
Perspectives on the Eighteenth Century and The Nathaniel Hawthorne Journal.  Before getting my 
PhD and my MA, I lived for three years in Japan where I taught English as a foreign language at 
Wada Jr. High School.  My last visit to England was in December and January of 2024/2025 when 
I led a CCSA course on gothic fiction.  

 
 
Course Description 

Join in an exploration of travel (and of the unexpected!) on the way to Scotland in 18th and 19th 
century fiction as we explore works by Horace Walpole, Mary Shelley, John Keats, Tobias 
Smollett, James Hogg, Walter Scott, Robert Stevenson, and Robert Burns. We’ll experience 
narratives of ghosts, medical treatments in English spa towns, and the devil while exploring 
Highgate Cemetery, Westminster Abbey, Oxford University, Holyrood Park, Edinburgh Castle, and 
the Surgeons’ Hall Museums. If you enjoy reading about and traveling through sublime alleyways, 
churches, and graveyards, join us on this tour of gothic and travel fiction. 

 

Course Level and Credit Hours 

Upper Division Undergraduate (3 hours) 
Honors Credit available. 

 

Prerequisite(s) 

Freshman composition sequence (i.e., English 101 and 102) or equivalent  

 

 

mailto:ccdouglas@jsu.edu
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Student Learning Outcomes  

Upon completion of all coursework with a passing grade and full participation in course activities, 
students shall be able to: 

• Analyze 18th and 19th century literature by English and Scottish authors. 
• Reflect on and communicate how experiences in England and Scotland impact literary 

interpretation.  
• Investigate the ways in which place and culture are presented in gothic and travel fiction.  
• Apply a variety of critical lenses to spaces and texts.  
• Synthesize multiple perspectives into a research project that incorporates on-site 

learning with traditional academic research. 

 

Required Readings and Materials 

Bram Stoker – Dracula (any edition); short stories and poetry provided online  
 

 

Assignments and Grades  

Undergraduate assignments: 
Reading Quizzes   15% (reading before, quizzes during) 

 Journal     30% (during and after) 
Essay(s)    35% (after) 
Homework (postings)                     10% (during) 

 Participation    10% (during) 
 
Honors assignments: 

Reading Quizzes   10% (reading before, quizzes during) 
 Journal     25% (during and after) 

Essay(s)    40% (after) 
Homework (postings)                     5% (during) 
Presentation    10% (during) 

 Participation    10% (during) 
 

 

Grading Scale 

The following scale will be used to compute your grade.  

A=100-90, B=89-80, C=79-70, D=69-60, F=59-0 

 

Onsite Learning Experiences and Activities 

Onsite learning experiences in this class will likely include the following site visits. This is a 
tentative list which will be replaced with a detailed daily itinerary of class meetings and field trips 
prior to the departure date. 
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• The Tower of London 
• Westminster Abbey  
• Hampstead Heath and Highgate Cemetery  
• Strawberry Hill  
• Oxford University  
• Holyrood Park & Edinburgh Castle  
• West-end Theatre Production  
• The British Museum 
• Jack the Ripper Walking Tour 
• National Museum & National Library of Scotland 
• Greyfriars Kirkyard and St. Giles Cathedral   

 

Attendance Policy  

Attendance is mandatory at all scheduled activities and class meetings as well as field trip 
excursions. This includes any virtual meetings before and after the onsite experience. Repeated 
absences, including for ill health, will require documentation to be excused. 

Nonattendance at more than a half day’s activities will result in a half-grade reduction for each 
half-day missed.  

 

Academic Integrity Policy 

Students are expected to follow the guidelines of their home institutions’ student handbooks for 
academic integrity.  AI use is not permitted for assignments in this class without express 
permission from the instructor.  

 

Physical Expectations 

Program requires walking 3-5 miles per day on uneven pavement in all kinds of weather and long 
periods of standing. Students must be able to carry their own bags and belongings. 

Good walking shoes capable of walking through mud along natural paths are required. 
Hampstead Heath and Holyrood Park have many natural paths, which can be very muddy,  
weather-depending, and will require walking along natural inclines and declines.  

 

Costs 

In addition to the literature, bring a notebook/journal for this course, pens/pencils, 
camera/phone, and money for extra entrance fees. I encourage students to keep a traditional 
journal, not an electronic one. You MUST have a notebook/journal; it is lighter than carrying your 
laptop on our excursions. A small one (smaller than regular notebook) is fine. While the CCSA 
program fee will cover much of the incidental expenditures for required course activities on field 
trips, it is possible that additional costs will accrue to participants. Therefore, participants need to 
budget $100 for such extra class-oriented expenditures.   
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Disability Accommodation 

CCSA is committed to providing access to education abroad to the extent possible in a study abroad 
setting. The earlier CCSA and the faculty know the needs, the more likely we can accommodate 
them. At a minimum, students seeking accommodations are to contact both the CCSA office and the 
faculty one month in advance of the program’s beginning. Students seeking such accommodation 
must provide CCSA with a copy of the letter on file with their own Office of Disability Services 
outlining what services they receive on their home campus. 

 

Title IX Policy 

Sexual misconduct (including sexual harassment, sexual assault, and any nonconsensual behavior 
of a sexual nature) and sexual discrimination violate CCSA policies. Students experiencing such 
behavior may obtain support from the Onsite Program Director or the CCSA Executive Director. To 
report sexual misconduct or sex discrimination, contact either of these two officers. Disclosure to 
faculty instructors or CCSA officers of sexual misconduct, domestic violence, dating violence, or sex 
discrimination occurring on the program or involving a visitor, student or employee is not 
confidential under Title IX. Faculty and other CCSA employees are required to forward such reports, 
including names and circumstances, to the CCSA Executive Director. 

 

Statement about Final Syllabus 

Please note that all CCSA syllabi are subject to change, but every effort will be made to ensure 
participants receive notice of such changes in a timely manner. 


