[image: ]                          Syllabus
Course Title: Exploring the Dark Side: Crime, War, and Society in London
Program and Date: London Winter December  26, 2025—January 7, 2025
Academic Department: Department of Sociology and Communication
Instructor Name: Dr. Joseph M. Simpson
Instructor Email and Phone: jsimpson@tamusa.edu, 210-784-2228
Get to Know Your Professor
	My name is Dr. Joseph Simpson.  I am an associate professor of sociology at Texas A&M University-San Antonio. I am originally from Oklahoma and I earned my PhD in sociology at Oklahoma State University.  My areas of interest are environmental sociology, technology, social theory, and social psychology. When I was an undergraduate sociology student I had the opportunity to study abroad in London and it has helped to shape me as a scholar. I want to offer you that same opportunity. This course is designed to provide you exposure to the city of London and British culture. Even when you are not participating in scheduled activities you will be immersed in sociology. This course is an exploration of the dark side of London. War, poverty, slavery, and crime are some of the evils we will examine sociologically. The deep history of London will give us a great opportunity to explore the changing character of these evils over time. I cannot wait to experience the city with you.




Course Description
	This course delves into the dark side of London society.  Explore locations emblematic of society’s evils – from the monstrous institutions of slavery, empire, and war to the social evils of crime, disaster, and disease. Tour the world's most famous prison, the Tower of London, then trace Jack the Ripper's steps through Whitechapel. Witness the full consequences of imperialism and war at the Imperial War Museum, then go underground to Churchill’s War Rooms, where he directed the crusade against fascism during the Blitz. Once the busiest port in the world, visit the Museum of the Docklands, the end of the transatlantic slave trade triangle. Students majoring in sociology, criminology, or criminal justice will gain a contemporary sociological understanding of crime, war, and the dark side of society.




Course Level and Credit Hours
	Upper Division Undergraduate- 3 Credit Hours;  honors credit available.



Prerequisite(s)
	Introduction to Sociology or by permission of the professor. 





Student Learning Outcomes 
Upon completion of all coursework with a passing grade and full participation in course activities, students shall be able to:
	· develop research questions about the dark side of society.
· describe and evaluate the dark side of society, social institutions, social evils, antisocial social actions, and social representations of the dark side of society.
· explain and outline the general rules, resources, and relationships that structure London’s dark side. 



Required Readings and Materials
	Sociology of Evil
Wolff, Kurt H. 1969. "For a Sociology of Evil." Journal of Social Issues 25(1): 111-126.
Alexander, Jeffrey C. 2001. "Towards a Sociology of Evil." Rethinking Evil: Contemporary Perspectives: 153-72.
Smith, Karl E. 2004. "Further Towards a Sociology of Evil." Thesis Eleven 79(1): 65-74.
Corradi, Consuelo. 2016. "Modernity and Evil: Kurt H. Wolff’s Sociology and the Diagnosis of Our Time." Human Studies 39(3): 465-480.
Poverty 
Somers, Margaret R., and Fred Block. 2005. "From poverty to perversity: Ideas, markets, and institutions over 200 years of welfare debate." American Sociological Review 70(2): 260-287.
Humphrey, Caroline. 2015. "Face-to-Face: Social Work and Evil." Ethics and Social Welfare 9(1): 35-49.
Crime and Punishment
Oliner, Samuel P., and Jeffrey R. Gunn. 2006. "Manifestations of Radical Evil: Structure and Social Psychology." Humboldt Journal of Social Relations: 108-143.
Tonkonoff, Sergio. 2013. "The Dark Glory of Criminals: Notes on the Iconic Imagination of the Multitudes." Law and Critique 24(2): 153-167.
Racism and Slavery
Christian, Mark. 1998. "An African-centered approach to the Black British experience: With special reference to Liverpool." Journal of Black Studies 28 (3): 291-308.
Ingram, Paul, and Brian S. Silverman. 2016. "The Cultural Contingency of Structure: Evidence from Entry to the Slave Trade in and Around the Abolition Movement." American Journal of Sociology 122(3): 755-797.
War and Terrorism
Kestnbaum, Meyer. 2009. "The Sociology of War and the Military." Annual Review of Sociology 35: 235-254. 
Sznaider, Natan. 2006. "Terrorism and the Social Contract." Irish Journal of Sociology 15(1): 7-23.



Assignments and Grades 
	Before Leaving: 
Reading Responses 60 points (12 points each)
· 250 word summaries of the readings from each topic area (Sociology of Evil; Poverty; Crime and Punishment; Racism & Slavery; War and Terrorism)
· Marginal 9 points, Fair 10 points, Good 11 points, Excellent 12 points
In London:
Participation: 40 points
· Participation at all scheduled class events is mandatory. However, to receive full credit for participation students need to be engaged, participate in discussions, and be prepared for the day’s events. Failure to participate will reduce your final grade by one letter grade! 
Scavenger Hunt: 40 points 
· While you are in London you will be asked to find and document certain items photographically by taking a selfie. A list of scavenger hunt items and their point values is included at the end of the syllabus. Insert your pictures into a word document and submit them with your final essay.
Daily Journal: 80 points (40 points each)
· Students will make daily journal entries during the trip. The journals will be checked periodically and collected at the end for final grading. Students are responsible for journaling about two pages each day reflecting on the day’s activities and what they learned.
· Journals will be checked on each Sunday of the course.  Each journal entry needs to be clearly dated. Each day of a journal entry is worth about 3 points. Journal entries are for your benefit. Use it to take notes on our daily activities, keep documents for your newspaper articles, develop research ideas for your final essay, and reflect on your experiences. 
· Marginal 26 points, Fair 30 points, Good 36 points, Excellent  40 points
Current News Response Essays: 80 points (40 points each)
· Each day of the class, you must read a local newspaper or other local news source and keep notes and clippings relevant to the course goals. Based on these readings, you will develop two short (2-3 pages) hand-written essays and include a clipping (or two) as supporting evidence. Due at the end of the day each Sunday. 
· Each essay will be evaluated based on the relevance to the course, the strength of the argument, organization, clarity, and creativity. All essays must include a clipping from a local newspaper or magazine, or they will not be graded. 
· Marginal 26 points, Fair 30 points, Good 36 points, Excellent 40 points 
Final Essay Project: 100 points
· Essay based on one of the main course topics using experiences from the course. Final essay due 1/14. 
Honors
· For students pursuing honors there are additional assignment requirements
· Before departure honors students will need to develop a research proposal for their final essay and get approval from the instructor. 
· The proposal should incorporate concepts from the pre-departure readings and identify additional resources. 
· Your final essay needs to be theoretically driven, data driven, and innovative.
· Honors proposals and final essays should take advantage of the course activities to advance their thesis.







Grading Scale
The following scale will be used to compute your grade. 
	Grading Scale
	Requirement
	Percent
	
	
	Scale
	Point Values

	Reading Responses
	15%
	
	A
	90-100%
	360-400 points

	Participation
	10%
	
	B
	80-89%
	320-356 points

	Scavenger Hunt
	10%
	
	C
	70-79%
	280-316 points

	Daily Journal
	20%
	
	D
	60-69%
	240-276 points

	Newspaper Essays
	20%
	
	F
	0-59%
	0-236 points

	Final Essay
	25%
	
	
	
	

	Total
	100%
	
	
	
	






Onsite Learning Experiences and Activities
Onsite learning experiences in this class will likely include the following site visits. This is a tentative list which will be replaced with a detailed daily itinerary of class meetings and field trips prior to the departure date.
	· The British Museum
· The National Gallery
· The Museum of Docklands
· Highgate Cemetery
· Old Operating Theater
· The Tower of London
· Jack the Ripper Walking Tour
· The Imperial War Museum
· The Churchill War Rooms
· Dark Victorian Walking Tour
· London Mithraeum
· The Houses of Parliament
· The Clink Prison Museum
· The Globe Theatre



Attendance Policy 
Attendance is mandatory at all scheduled activities and class meetings as well as field trip excursions. This includes any virtual meetings before and after the onsite experience. Repeated absences, including for ill health, will require documentation to be excused.
	Participation Policy
Participation is mandatory at all class events. The nature of the course does not allow for absence. Missing class activities will result in the loss of one letter grade.




Academic Integrity Policy
	Academic Dishonesty: Students are expected to adhere to the highest standards of academic honesty and integrity. Academic Dishonesty for which a student is subject to penalty includes cheating, plagiarism, fabrication, multiple submission, misrepresentation of academic records, facilitating academic dishonesty, unfair advantage, violating known safety requirements and ethical misconduct.  Engaging in one of these activities may result in a zero for the assignment or a grade of “F” for the course. 




Physical Expectations
[bookmark: _Hlk194069298]Program requires walking 3-5 miles per day on uneven pavement in all kinds of weather and long periods of standing. Students must be able to carry their own bags and belongings.
Disability Accommodation
CCSA is committed to providing access to education abroad to the extent possible in a study abroad setting. The earlier CCSA and the faculty know the needs, the more likely we can accommodate them. At a minimum, students seeking accommodations are to contact both the CCSA office and the faculty one month in advance of the program’s beginning. Students seeking such accommodation must provide CCSA with a copy of the letter on file with their own Office of Disability Services outlining what services they receive on their home campus.
Title IX Policy
Sexual misconduct (including sexual harassment, sexual assault, and any nonconsensual behavior of a sexual nature) and sexual discrimination violate CCSA policies. Students experiencing such behavior may obtain support from the Onsite Program Director or the CCSA Executive Director. To report sexual misconduct or sex discrimination, contact either of these two officers. Disclosure to faculty instructors or CCSA officers of sexual misconduct, domestic violence, dating violence, or sex discrimination occurring on the program or involving a visitor, student or employee is not confidential under Title IX. Faculty and other CCSA employees are required to forward such reports, including names and circumstances, to the CCSA Executive Director.
[bookmark: _Hlk176617282]Statement about Final Syllabus
Please note that all CCSA syllabi are subject to change, but every effort will be made to ensure participants receive notice of such changes in a timely manner.
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