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Course Title: Once Upon a Place: Exploring British Children's Literature 
Program and Date: England and Scotland Summer; May 30 - June 13, 2027 

Instructor Name: Cindy Judd 

Instructor Home Institution and Department: Eastern Kentucky University, Libraries 

Instructor Email and Phone: cindy.judd@eku.edu; 859.622.2289 

 

Get to Know Your Professor 

I am starting my 21st year at Eastern Kentucky University as a faculty librarian and have been an 
adjunct instructor for almost 10 years, including teaching courses in children’s literature and 
adolescent literature. I am a former high school English teacher and have also taught classes at 
Berea College. I am the chair of the Kentucky Bluegrass Awards Master List Committee, Grades 3-
5, and have served on this committee for over 15 years (KBA is our state's children's book 
award.).  I also work with other Kentucky school librarians to develop a shared collection of 
online books and audiobooks for grades 6-8. When I went back to school after having twins, I 
decided on a degree in library and information science. This choice has allowed me to continue 
my passion for teaching and combine it with my love of literature. When I am not on campus, you 
will likely find me reading, watching football, or practicing my photography skills.  

 
Course Description 

Walk in the footsteps of beloved characters from children’s books and explore the places that 
inspired them. In this immersive study abroad course, you will read classics of British children’s 
literature while visiting sites that connect place to text, such as London’s Hyde Park and 
Kensington Gardens and Scotland’s ancient castles. You’ll view original manuscripts at the British 
Library, see where Dickens wrote his novels at the Dickens House Museum, and visit iconic film 
locations, such as the Harry Potter Warner Bros Studio. We will connect stories to culture, 
history, and landscape and gain insights in museums such as Edinburgh’s Museum of Childhood. 
Through hands-on experiences, you’ll discover how place and culture shape storytelling and 
bring children’s literature to life. 

 
 

Course Level and Credit Hours 

Undergraduate, 3 hrs. 

 

Prerequisite(s) 

None 

 

mailto:cindy.judd@eku.edu
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Student Learning Outcomes  

Upon completion of all coursework with a passing grade and full participation in course activities, 
students shall be able to: 

• Analyze the relationship between place and text. Students will evaluate how London’s and 
Scotland’s geography, history, and culture influence themes, settings, and characters in 
children’s literature. 

• Interpret children’s literature within cultural and historical contexts. Students will 
demonstrate understanding of how British social norms and historical moments shape 
literary works for children. 

• Apply critical frameworks to children’s texts. Students will use literary analysis, reader-
response theory, and cultural criticism to interpret selected works. 

• Evaluate the role of children’s literature in cultural identity formation. Students will 
examine how literature contributes to national identity and childhood experience in a 
global context. 

• Develop culturally responsive teaching strategies. Students will design lesson ideas or 
reading recommendations that incorporate international perspectives and diverse texts. 

• Reflect on personal and academic growth through experiential learning. Students will 
articulate how studying literature abroad enhances engagement, empathy, and 
interpretive depth. 

 

Required Readings and Materials 

Novels 

• Matilda (England) 
• Harry Potter (England) (the castle-like structure, Hogwarts, as present in Scotland) 
• Peter Pan in Kensington Gardens (England) 
• A Bear Called Paddington by Michael Bond (England) 
• The War That Saved My Life by Kimberly Brubaker Bradley (England) 
• Greyfriar’s Bobby (Scotland) 
• The Scorpio Races by Maggie Stiefvater (Scotland) 

Picture Books 

• The Tale of Peter Rabbit 
• Madeline by Ludwig Bemelmans (England) 
• Dear Mr. Dickens by Nancy Churnin (England) 
• A Boy Called Dickens by Deborah Hopkinson (England) 
• The Very Last Castle by Travis Jonker (Scotland) 
• Journey by Aaron Becker (Scotland) 
• Built to Last by David Macaulay (Scotland) – maybe; need to read 
• The Hidden Folk: Stories of Fairies, Dwarves, Selkies, and Other Secret Beings by Lise Lunge-

Larsen (Scotland) 

Various scholarly articles to be distributed while in London 
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Assignments and Grades  

• Video introduction and course quiz (25 pts) 
• Multimedia travel journal (100 pts.) 
• Book talks (3 @ 20 pts. each) 
• One-pagers (4 @ 25 pts. each) 
• Video responses - choice of 5 (20 pts. each) 
• Participation in study abroad activities (50 pts.) 
• Place-based text set (40 pts.) 
• Reflection/response (25 pts.) 

Total possible: 500 points. 

 

Grading Scale 

The following scale will be used to compute your grade.  

90-100% = A, 80-89% = B, 70-79% = C, 60-69% = D, Below 60% = F 

 

Onsite Learning Experiences and Activities 

Onsite learning experiences in this class will likely include the following site visits. This is a 
tentative list which will be replaced with a detailed daily itinerary of class meetings and field trips 
prior to the departure date. 

• Paddington Station 
• British Library 
• Kensington Gardens 
• Hyde Park/Serpentine 
• Stonehenge and Avebury 
• Kings Cross Station and Harry Potter Walking Tour 
• Charles Dickens Museum 
• Edinburgh Castle 
• Writer’s Museum 
• Museum of Childhood 
• National Museum of Scotland 
• Guest speaker - University of Edinburgh 
• The Bear and the Fox Children’s Library (storytime) 
• Highlands Day - Glenfinnan Viaduct 
• Kelpies and Stirling Castle 

 

Attendance Policy  

Attendance is mandatory at all scheduled activities and class meetings as well as field trip 
excursions. This includes any virtual meetings before and after the onsite experience. Repeated 
absences, including for ill health, will require documentation to be excused. 
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Students are expected to actively participate in all aspects of the learning process. Students are 
expected to arrive on time, participate fully, and remain with the group for the duration of 
scheduled activities unless prior arrangements have been approved by the instructor. Because of 
the interactive nature of study abroad courses and the limited opportunity to make up missed 
experiences, absences may result in a reduction of the participation grade and may affect the 
student's ability to meet course learning outcomes. Students who encounter an emergency or 
illness should notify the instructor as soon as possible. 

 

Academic Integrity Policy 

Plagiarism or other forms of academic dishonesty will not be tolerated and will result in failing 
assignment grades or even a course grade of F. See EKU’s Academic Integrity Policy for more 
details. Violations of academic integrity will be reported back to the student’s home campus. 

 

Physical Expectations 

Program requires walking 3-5 miles per day on uneven pavement in all kinds of weather and long 
periods of standing. Students must be able to carry their own bags and belongings. 

 

Disability Accommodation 

CCSA is committed to providing access to education abroad to the extent possible in a study abroad 
setting. The earlier CCSA and the faculty know the needs, the more likely we can accommodate 
them. At a minimum, students seeking accommodations are to contact both the CCSA office and the 
faculty one month in advance of the program’s beginning. Students seeking such accommodation 
must provide CCSA with a copy of the letter on file with their own Office of Disability Services 
outlining what services they receive on their home campus. 

 

Title IX Policy 

Sexual misconduct (including sexual harassment, sexual assault, and any nonconsensual behavior 
of a sexual nature) and sexual discrimination violate CCSA policies. Students experiencing such 
behavior may obtain support from the Onsite Program Director or the CCSA Executive Director. To 
report sexual misconduct or sex discrimination, contact either of these two officers. Disclosure to 
faculty instructors or CCSA officers of sexual misconduct, domestic violence, dating violence, or sex 
discrimination occurring on the program or involving a visitor, student or employee is not 
confidential under Title IX. Faculty and other CCSA employees are required to forward such reports, 
including names and circumstances, to the CCSA Executive Director. 

 

Statement about Final Syllabus 

Please note that all CCSA syllabi are subject to change, but every effort will be made to ensure 
participants receive notice of such changes in a timely manner. 

https://www.eku.edu/in/policies/academic-integrity/
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